PREFACE

strophes such as not every generation of men has wit-
nessed, and this in a period in which publicity is much
greater than ever before and events become rapidly
known and their consequences visible.
As a historian I have been in a position to study
certain epochs very closely ; and only a knowledge that
accumulates as many details as possible can make us
understand a past period; only by tracing every event
as exactly as possible back to the facts which led up to
it, are we enabled to grasp some of the causal links which
inter-connect them. Moreover, as correspondent of a
great newspaper during the War, and afterwards when I
was working in the German Foreign Office, I had ample
opportunity to observe, so to speak, at their immediate
source, the political events of several years.
The more I studied the clearer did I see the de-
ficiencies and errors of the theory and how it impedes
and endangers the recognition of historical truth. It is
the more dangerous since, like all theories which have
become the starting-point and the doctrinal basis of a
movement, its propositions have been invested with the
character of religious dogmas. Whosoever dares to
contest them is regarded as a heretic, an ignoramus, or,
at best, as an unconscious tool of capitalism ; in countries
where Marxism is the official philosophy, he is considered
an evil-doer and punished as such. Thus the theory has
not only become an obstacle to all true knowledge of
history, but a serious danger to the freedom and the
future development of science in general.
Not a few authors, of course, have attempted to dis-
pute the materialist conception of history. It cannot,
however, be said that they were particularly successful.
I am not going to discuss these attempts made by Paul
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